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Greetings to all readers of this newsletter, and 
particularly to sponsors and other supporters! 
 

Uncertain road ahead... 
 

Last November the Home was given notice that due to 
a widening scheme for the road that passes the 
Home, a portion of the Home would have to be 
demolished to make way for the road.  Initial 
indications had been that just a small part would have 
to go, but when the building was finally marked up 
the demolition line came about two thirds of the way 
through the main building!  The ‘RR’ mark in the 
photo below is the extent of what they were claiming 
as ‘road reserve’. 
 

 
 
In Kenya all roads that have been built have a strip of 
land both sides that is called ‘road reserve’ and can at 
any time be reclaimed by the government for road 
widening or other purposes.  It is not unusual for 
road-side traders to set up businesses in these areas 
in ‘temporary’ shelters that continue for years, or 
even for ‘permanent’ buildings to be constructed.  Nor 
is it unusual for all such structures to be cleared as 
part of road schemes. 
In recent years there has been significant investment 
in Kenya’s highway infrastructure.  Much of this has 
been done with funding from the World Bank, which 
has specific procedures that need to be followed in 
order to protect the livelihoods of those displaced or 
affected by the development.  In each case a 
‘resettlement action plan’ should be created before 
the project begins and compensation given to those 
who have to move.  

 
 
In December the Chairman visited the Home and saw 
for himself (above) the work already started on the 
Kisumu side of the Home – where the road has been 
widened significantly, but just on one side. 
The demand from the contractors to demolish a large 
portion of the Home came as a shock to everyone, 
particularly as there had been no proper consultation 
or offer of compensation.  It was decided to challenge 
the decision and an advocate was engaged to deal 
with the case.  The case was first heard in January and 
a decision was expected in February that would have 
then been reported to all supporters.  However, this 
was then delayed to March and then again to 22nd 
April!  We have decided to circulate this newsletter 
now so that everyone knows the state of play 
currently. 
The last few months have been very difficult.  At one 
stage in December it looked like we would need to 
move all the children out of the Home for an 
extended period until the outcome of the case was 
known.  However, there were several reasons why 
this wouldn’t have been a good solution – not least 
that some of the children would not have safe places 
to go on a long term basis.  After the Christmas break 
(when the children had been with relatives) they 
returned to the Home and have settled back into their 
studies well. 
The only good news in all this is that the initial 
response from the Kenyan Highways Authority 
confirms the road reserve is measured as 30m from 
the centre of the road - this doesn’t reach the 
building.   The ‘RR’ line on the building is 22m further 
on from this! 
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What this means is that whilst they can probably 
reclaim the 30m without compensating the Home, 
they shouldn’t be able to take the remaining 22m 
without paying compensation and ensuring that we 
are able to make other arrangements.  The staff at the 
Home have measured the 30m and it comes to the 
front of the building – so we would probably lose the 
use of the 2 bore holes in the front yard.  
 

 
 
It seems inevitable that the road widening project will 
require some of the building to be demolished and we 
are hoping and praying that the final outcome of the 
case will mean that fair compensation will be paid to 
the Home.  Depending on the outcome of the case we 
will then consider the best option for the future.  In 
the short term it might be possible to adapt and retain 
part of the building (and move the canopy that 
currently covers the central hall) in order to maintain 
the Home for a while on the current site, with the 
reduced numbers of children currently living there.  
Funds would be required for this work, but 
significantly more would be required to move the 
Home elsewhere.  We will need real wisdom to know 
what is best to do. 
 

First-time visit to the Home: 

In August Gill Skinner accompanied Peter for the first 
time on a visit to the Home.  In fact, this was her first 
visit to Africa too.  It gave 
her the opportunity to see 
for herself some of 
Kenyan society and to 
meet with the children – 
including ‘Lucky’ who is 
the latest addition to the 
Home.  He is about 5 years 
old and was found 
wandering the streets of 
Kisumu alone and was 
brought to the Home by 
the Childrens Department. 

 
Gill also took part in a meeting with the Board – held 
on the roof of the guest house!  It was a good 
opportunity to meet some of the new members of the 
Board, which had been recently strengthened. 

 
 
In December last year we heard from the founder of 
the Home, Jim Dawe, that he would no longer be 
visiting the Home.  It’s amazing to recall how from 
small beginnings the Home grew and so many 
orphans were given a chance to survive and thrive and 
be educated through the work he began back in 1998.  
For the good things he has done we are very grateful.  
 

The new Kanyawegi website: 
We are also extremely grateful to one of our 
supporters – Richard Portsmouth – for creating a new 
website for the charity.  Please make sure you have a 
look at it if you haven’t already done so, and let your 
friends and family know too.  Here is the address: 
www.kanyawegi-uk.org/index.aspx 
 

 
 
The website is a fantastic source of information about 
the Home and the charity.  There is also a Facebook 
page – so have a look at that too! 
You will find on the website details of how you can 
support the charity – including through ebay.  

ebay Whenever you buy or sell something you 

can make a donation to Kanyawegi UK – and we are 
grateful to those who have done this in the last year. 

http://www.kanyawegi-uk.org/index.aspx


What about...THE HOME STAFF? 
In previous newsletters this section has covered subjects 
such as the work of the Kenyan Board, the UK 
Committee (the trustees of Kanyawegi UK), the Home’s 
Budget and then Fundraising.  Here we look at the staff 
team at the Home: 
 

There is a dedicated team of staff who run the 
Kanyawegi Children’s Home.  The Home Manager is 
James 1, and he has been there for many years.  He 
is helped by Duty Parents who oversee the Home 
on a rota basis through the day and night – staying 
at the Home when they are on duty. Additional 
staff include a cook, social worker and guards. 
 
In a recent report from the Manager he described 
how each member of the team has been allocated 
particular responsibilities: 
 
Manager:  James 1 – Sport and Entertainment 
Duty Parents: Pamela – Education and Clothing 
                          James 2 – Security and Discipline 
Social Worker: Linda – Health and Sanitation 
Cook: Christine – Food and Stores 
 
All the team take collective responsibility for 
protecting the finances, but the manager is the one 
who reports to the UK Committee. 
 
 
 
                  Pamela:  

(Duty Parent) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

James 1 (manager) and James 2 (Duty Parent) 

Causes for Thanksgiving: 
Despite the precarious position the Home appears to 
be in at the moment, there are things we can thank 
God for: 
  

 Following the Kenyan elections the children have 
settled back into school well – and the unrest and 
disruption in Kenya has not been as serious as at 
the time of the last election, when many Kenyans 
lost their lives. 

 The progress at school of most of the children is 
good and the young people who have done well in 
their exams have progressed on to college. 

 There have been new Kenyan Board members 
added in the past year – one of whom is the local 
‘Assistant Chief’. 

 Through faithful and generous giving from 
individuals and churches we have up to now been 
able to send over most of what has been needed 
each month. 

 We constantly remind ourselves that this is God’s 
work and not our own – so we are grateful to Him 
for all that has been achieved through Kanyawegi 
over the years.  So many children and young people 
have been nurtured and educated.  Praise Him! 

 

Needs: Some met, some urgent... 
In this section last time we highlighted the need for 
someone to help with the website – and one of our 
sponsors responded – as reported on the previous 
page.  Thank you Richard Portsmouth! 
We also wanted to strengthen the UK Committee and 
grateful for some additional support from Elizabeth 
and Gill!  However, there is still room for more 
committee members, if you are interested. 
 

Urgent needs:  
 Financial Support: We don’t apologise for making 

our needs known, simply because we believe our 
readers need to know how donated money is used 
and what the financial needs are for the future.  
Currently we have insufficient funds to pay for the 
school & college fees in May; there are likely to be 
costs associated with sorting out the Home after 
the court case decision; and we need further 
regular sponsors in order to maintain the viability 
of the Home.  Please consider how you or your 
friends could help. 

 Prayer.  With the court hearing on 22nd April we 
need prayer! For those of you who are Christian 
believers we can never overestimate the value of 
your prayers over the years.  Please pray for a fair 
and just outcome from the court case about the 
road scheme and wisdom for the UK Committee as 
we all work together with the Kenyan Board to 
discover the best way forward for the Home. 

 
 



 
KANYAWEGI UK 

Standing Order 
 

To the Manager .............................................p.l.c. 
 

Address ............................................................. 
 

........................................................................ 
 

Please pay the account of Kanyawegi U.K. at: 
Barclays Bank, 37 Milsom Street, Bath BA1 1DW  
Sort Code 20-05-06  Account No. 93390446 
 

The sum of £....................... 
 

In words: ....................................................... 
 

On the ..........(day) of ..........(month) ..........(year) 
 

and thereafter on the same day of each month until 
further notice. 
 

Please debit my Account No. ........................... 
 

Sort Code: ...................................................... 
 

In the name of ................................................. 
 

Signed: ........................................................... 
 

Print name: .................................................... 
 

Date: .............................................................. 
 

 

Gift Aid Declaration 
Send to Kanyawegi UK, Mayfair House, 21 
Ashgrove, Peasedown St John, Bath. BA2 8EB: 
 
I want Kanyawegi UK to treat all donations I make 
as gift aided donations until otherwise notified. 
 
Signed: .................................................................. 
 

Date: ...................................................................... 
 

Full Name: ............................................................. 
 

Address: ................................................................. 
 

............................................................................... 
Kindly remember to notify Kanyawegi UK if you no longer 
pay an amount of income tax or Capital Gains tax equal 
to the tax on your donations 

Want to know more? 
Let us know the sort of things you’d like covered in 
future newsletters and/or forward your questions 
to us.  We will do all we can to keep you informed. 
Contacts: 
Sponsors/donations: Doreen Moxham (01761 

437256) or timmoxham@aol.com 

Friends of Kanyawegi: Ronnie Coomes (01761 

418973) 
General enquiries: Peter Skinner  (01761 417014) or       

                                                     prskinner@tiscali.co.uk 
Website: 

www.kanyawegi-uk.org/index.aspx 
 

Please use the form on the left if you wish to make a 

donation and/or become a regular sponsor.   If you are 

a taxpayer please consider Gift Aid, as the charity 

benefits greatly from reclaiming the tax. 

Thank you. 

MONEY £ MATTERS 
 
Back to Basics: For new readers who need to know 
the basic facts, here are a few of the important ones: 
 

DID YOU KNOW....? 
 The minimum cost of keeping a child in the 

Home (and providing their primary education) is 
now about £45 per month.  

 As the children grow up the monthly cost rises to 
£55 for those at secondary boarding school, and 
£80 if they are at college/university. 

 There are around 50 children and young people 
in the Home or at college, supported chiefly by 
gifts from individual sponsors or churches. 

 

 

We do it for them! 

mailto:prskinner@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.kanyawegi-uk.org/index.aspx

